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So what do you think? What is this story about, David and Bathsheba? I raise this because it's very dangerous the way sometimes that we treat the Bible, Christianity treats the Bible. I was reading a sermon from one of the Synodical publications about this text, and it said David sinned, and he had an affair, and that is a type of people who do that, and then but Jesus is a different type, and He was perfect and obedient, and so through Jesus, God forgives us.
So maybe I should have just read that sermon to you, but I think that is boilerplate Christianity. Do you know what I mean by boilerplate? It sort of simplifies things as much as possible so that it's the lowest common denominator, pat answer, easy, and wash your hands of it. That's boilerplate Christianity.

I was having dinner with a friend of mine recently, and this guy is a true wine connoisseur. And he always...if you have dinner with him, it's fun because he really challenges the waiter to tell him exactly what kind of grape and exactly what proportion of this particular flavor is in the wine. And this waiter really answered the questions, and I was amazed. But at the end of the conversation I said to him, "You know, the Bible is like you and that wine. It's very subtle. And it's like a fine wine. It's a fine work of art, and yet we haven't always done such a good job in the Church of treating it like that." 

Do you understand what I mean that it becomes boilerplate so easily? And that is the danger of this story about David and Bathsheba. You know, it's David had an affair, so we disagree with that, but we believe in Jesus, and there you go. That is the boilerplate version. That is why I wanted to make sure you got to hear the entire story, and if you really study this, and if you know me, you know I'm always advocating you really get into the Word because this will save you from that boilerplate. 

And it will save you from something else too which is even worse. And that is what our culture does with this sort of thing. Have you ever noticed how greedy and vulturous people are when they see somebody like Eliot Spitzer or Tiger Woods go down in this sort of way? I mean, if it has to do with sex, boy oh boy, are we glad to see somebody fall, especially if they're popular or in power.
So a lot of this, there is a certain amount of danger within Christianity of boilerplating this, and then from out there, there are all kinds of neighborhood codes and societal codes that will if you're not careful you're going to come in with a pre-packaged version of this story.

I was telling somebody recently, "You don't need religion to tell you what to do. Your neighborhood accomplishes that just fine." Doesn't it? In suburban America especially, there are the strictest codes you're ever going to encounter. And a lot of them are unspoken, but if you violate one, you'll know about it. You don't need religion for that. As we heard in the epistle lesson, Christ came to free us from those codes and that law, and that is not how we are in relation to God.

So let me turn you upside down a little bit more. Did you catch the phrase that Steve read that God said to David, "Why did you go and do this? I already gave you lots of wives, and I would have given you lots more." I bring up that point simply to tell you that the moral framework from the starting point of this story is so different from our world and from our neighborhood codes that we had better not go in being judgmental for the wrong reasons to David because obviously God didn't have a problem with his having many wives. What He had a problem with was going outside of what God had given him and trying to do things his own way.

When David became king, the reason God said He liked David was that he had a heart that was without guile, that he was a shepherd boy. He was simple. And yet, what is this now, this crafty David who is sending a guy out to the front lines and trying to have him be killed in a sort of subversive way? And it's that murder that God doesn't like.

And you have to understand bad things happen like that to people, and so is God even watching? Is God even interested? And the answer is yes. In fact, He hates that kind of injustice. And this is the reason why God demanded that David's own son be killed.

Now which of us would have said that that should be the result of this crime? I mean, when we see Bill Clinton or Eliot Spitzer or somebody, we say, "Well maybe he should leave office, or maybe he should have to make reparations with his family," and so forth. But would any of us say that they should lose their son or daughter? But God's sense of justice is very keen in the fact that this loyal soldier in the army who couldn't even bear to go in with his wife because his mind and heart were so on the battlefield, and that man died needlessly, God demanded the life of David's own son.

That is not the end of the story, of course. David is confronted by Nathan the prophet, who tells him a story about a farmer who has many sheep and robs one from a poor farmer who only has one. This is not to compare a woman to a sheep. This is to speak to David in an analogy that he can understand. He was a shepherd before he became king, remember. And David doesn't have to think about that at all. He says, "Well that man should die."

Nathan says, "You're that man. The Lord will take your sin away from you, and you are forgiven." And David is allowed to keep his reign. And not only that, but if you follow this story through the successive chapters and books and even into the New Testament, you find out something really amazing about this whole sequence of events. Number one, that Bathsheba was allowed to remain David's wife and have a son named Solomon. Solomon! She is the mother of Solomon, and she is the great, great, great, great, great, great grandmother of whom? Jesus Christ Himself!
So you see, this story is about so much more than what we might tend to focus on if we boilerplate this, or if we let our culture be vulturous and tell us what we should be focusing on. This is about something that God could create a purpose out of this. Remember, we've been talking about how it's not going to move you forward too much to try to go into the past and analyze and blame and try to find out causes of things especially if your life has kind of gotten off track. But if you can look at what God is able to do with it, what purpose God has for it, and God says, "You may have meant it for evil, but I meant it for good." So you see God coming into David's life and Bathsheba's life and totally transforming them and allowing them to be listed in the narrative in the New Testament of the genealogy of the Savior. Amazing.

In the New Testament, Jesus says these words to the Pharisee about another woman who could have been Bathsheba...similar. She was probably engaged in the sex trade in town, and everybody knew it. And here she is doing something scandalous in public, showing Jesus a great deal of intimacy and love. But Jesus says to the Pharisee, "Simon, let me have a word with you. Come here for a minute. Who'd react differently to a greater debt or a smaller debt?" And he says, "Well the person who is forgiven the greater debt."

And He says, "She who is forgiven much, loves much." And in fact, He also says it the other way around. "She who loves much, forgives much." And so we can read this interpretation Jesus gives us back onto the whole story of David and Bathsheba as well. She or he who is forgiven much, loves much. That is how God draws that love out of us, by taking us to the Cross again and forgiving everything...everything...even the things that our society just won't forgive, and in our neighborhood we would not forgive, or that the Church in the boilerplate mode would never forgive. Yet Jesus will forgive even those things. And that allows us such purpose and such hope. And that is what Jesus wants to give to you right now that you would be drawn forward into His heart in that same way.

We're going to submit our tithes to Him, and as I was saying last time, think of that not as money but as allowing that forgiveness of God to come into your life, and let Him draw your deepest yearnings out of you. This is what He is doing by asking for a tithe, is acknowledging that she who is forgiven much, loves much. That is a part of your love.

And in every other aspect of your life, may you escape all of the boilerplate version of Christianity and all of the neighborhood codes, and be freed by Jesus who has come to say this to you too, that you have been forgiven much, may you love much. In Jesus' name, Amen.

I have something for you to listen to now, and while you're listening to it, you'll see a dancer. And this has to do with David. You'll hear David mentioned a couple of times in this song. And as you watch this dancer, think about the role that David had as an artist in the court of King Saul and later, and he wrote the Psalms. We read one of them. He was a true artist, and he knew that it's that music, and that art, and that dance, as he wrote in one of the Psalms, you know, we worship God by dancing even, that that is what allows us to experience what God's forgiveness is really like. We receive the offering.
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